
It’s time to lift a 10-year-old court order mandating how 
the Trumbull County Combined Health District regu-
lates septic systems here.
The Trumbull County Health District has made signifi-
cant progress in regulating septic and water issues, and 
newly adopted state sewage laws provide enough regu-
lation for septic systems in the county. We support a 
group of local officials who are trying to convince state 
officials that it’s time to move on from the consent de-
cree enacted in 2006.
Under the consent decree, Trumbull County is banned 
from allowing off-lot septic systems if it is possible for 
the property owner to connect to a sewer line or install 
an on-lot system. If an off-lot system is the only op-
tion that exists, then a finishing filter is required along 
with permission from the Ohio EPA in the form of a 
discharge permit.
These rules apply only to Trumbull County. None of 
the other 87 Ohio counties must follow such stringent 
septic system regulations. The decree has created enor-
mous costs for the owners of more than 20,000 septic 
systems that still exist in Trumbull County.
It’s true the decree stemmed from the county’s failure 
to properly enforce septic system regulations for more 
than 20 years. But that time has passed, and since then 
nearly every part of Trumbull County has seen signifi-
cant progress in septic system upgrades and enforce-
ment.
It’s now time to hold Trumbull County’s septic system 
enforcement to the same level - no higher and no low-
er - as Ohio’s other 87 counties. New statewide septic 
regulations were enacted in 2015 and offer adequate 
environmental protections for septic system operations 
in Ohio, including those in Trumbull County.
State Rep. Sean J. O’Brien, D-Bazetta, recently wrote 
to Ohio Attorney General Mike DeWine hoping to gar-
ner his support to lift this ruling that singles out Trum-
bull County. He argues since the consent decree’s adop-
tion, “significant progress has been made by the health 
department to improve surface water quality through 
adherence to state sewage regulations.” He also notes 

that Trumbull has worked with the Ohio EPA to signifi-
cantly abate many of the problems that led to the enact-
ment of the consent decree.
If the state disagrees, then O’Brien is asking, at the very 
least, the consent decree be amended to eliminate a re-
quirement for a third filtration component for discharg-
ing systems. This regulation also is one that no other 
health district in Ohio must follow.
O’Brien also is partnering with state Rep. Michael 
J. O’Brien, D-Warren, and Trumbull County Health 
Commissioner Frank Migliozzi in attempts also to con-
vince the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency that 
the time has come to rescind the consent decree.
Under the new statewide septic rules enacted last year, 
Migliozzi points out that counties are being surveyed 
to ensure they are following the state regulations. That 
creates the check and balance needed to ensure Trum-
bull, too, is living up to expectations.
Some of the changes include new septic system design 
options that property owners can choose from, holding 
homeowners responsible for maintenance and making 
local heath districts responsible for tracking the opera-
tion and maintenance of those systems. Also the new 
rules will allow homeowners to fix what is causing the 
nuisance. Replacing the system is a last option.
Michael O’Brien said he favors the change because 
Trumbull County has proven its commitment in the last 
10 years with its significant progress in improving sep-
tic system enforcement. Now it’s time to provide some 
financial and regulatory relief to the property owners 
here.
We agree. We urge our local officials to continue their 
fight and hope the Ohio attorney general and EPA will 
see the progress and commitment made locally, and 
agree to lift the consent decree. Septic regulations that 
guide other parts of the state certainly are sufficient to 
guide Trumbull County as well.
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